
Scripture Memory System 

 
Praise God that you desire to hide His Word in your heart (Ps. 119:9, 11)!  He will bless you 

abundantly because of your commitment to keeping His Word near you (Deut. 30:11-14), and He 

will transform you, beginning with the renewal of your mind (Rom. 12:1-2).  Let me encourage 

you to make this a life habit.  Upon reading these directions, do not be discouraged if they are 

confusing at first.  The system may initially seem complicated, but it is incredibly simple once 

you get the hang of it.  Persevere and He will reward your efforts (Jer. 29:13). 

 

Materials Needed: 

 Index cards 

 Verse packi 

 Index card box (like a recipe box)—also called a verse box 

 Determination to begin a new habit 

 

Directions: 

1. Write down the verses you already have memorized on index cards.  Most likely, 

there are a couple of verses that you already know, such as the one below.  

 

 

2. Your verse pack is divided into two sides: new and review verses (the new cards go 

on the side with the plastic on the outside).  Place up to 12 of the cards with the verses 

you already know in the review side of your verse pack in biblical order.  If you had 

more than 12 verses already memorized, the remaining cards can be placed in the 

index card box in biblical order. 

3. Match the number of already-memorized verses you placed in the review side with an 

equal number of newer verses that you wish to memorize or that you do not know as 

well.  For example, if you have four verses on your review side, then pick four newer 

verses, write them on cards, and place them on the new verse side of your verse pack.  

These verses should be placed in order of how well you know them with the ones you 

know the best at the back. 

4. Go through the verses on both sides of your verse pack each day.  At the very least, 

read through each of the verses.  This can be done almost anywhere since the verse 

pack is small enough to fit into your back pocket or your bag.  Waiting in line is a 

great place to do a quick review.   

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world that He gave 

His only begotten Son that whosoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have 

eternal life. 

 



5. Pick a day of the week to rotate your verses.  On that same, selected day every week, 

you add a select number of cards to your new side. I suggest a weekly goal of 

memorizing 1-2 new verses per week.   

6. Write the new verses on index cards.  Place the new verse(s) at the front of the new 

verse side, since you know it the least.  Remove the same number of verses from the 

back (the verses you know the best) of the new verse side and place them in your 

index card box according to where they go in the books of the Bible.  If you had less 

than 12 verses on the new verse side of your verse pack, keep all the verses on the 

review side until you have 12 verses, then you can begin moving them. Twelve verses 

per side is a good, doable goal.   

7. On the review side, remove the verses and place them in the verse box in biblical 

order with the other cards in the box (I use a small bookmark to keep track of my 

place in the verse box).  Select the same number of cards that you have on your new 

verse side in the order that they are in your verse box (maximum 12).  You should be 

selecting verses in biblical order.  The following week you will select the next group 

of verses, moving you in biblical order through all the verses you have already 

memorized.   

8. Remember to review all the verses in your verse pack each day.  If you feel that you 

have too many verses in your verse pack, then adjust accordingly.  Perhaps you will 

only want six verse cards on each side of your verse pack.  Do what you must do in 

order to make this a consistent habit.   

 

Tips for a More Effective Scripture Memory System 

1. Know why you are memorizing (Psalm 119:9,11).  Do this to draw close to God—not to 

impress others.  Also, do not overdo it.  The key to effective Scripture memory is quality, not 

quantity.  You do not want to get burnt out.  Do not write more than three verses on each 

verse card.  If you want to memorize a longer passage, break it into smaller chunks and 

spread them out over several cards.  

2. Meditate on each verse you memorize.  You will remember verses much more easily if you 

chew through the verses until you understand their meanings.  This will help you use them to 

encourage others or apply Scripture to all situations in your life.  Seek to share them with 

others.  You will feel encouraged when you have taken advantage of an opportunity to share 

what you have worked so hard to learn.   

3. Keep on schedule.  Even if you do not feel you know all your verses for the week, rotate 

them on your scheduled day.  If you neglect to do this, you may get stuck in a rut.  You will 

get back to the verses you may not feel you know as well when you review them.   

4. Set goals for yourself.  Try to keep a consistent weekly goal for how many verses you would 

like to memorize.  Also, write down references for verses you have always wanted to 

memorize and keep the list in your verse box, so that you have a list of verses you can add to 

your verse pack.  

5. Find a specific time during the day which is good for reviewing your verses.   This may 

be waiting at the bus stop, walking to classes, when you get up in the morning, after dinner—

whatever seems to be a good time for you.  Carry your verse pack with you.  You will be 

surprised how many spare moments you find during the day for memorizing verses.   



6. Find someone to hold you accountable.  Check in with each other on a regular basis.  You 

can motivate each other and share with each other how you are learning and growing.   

7. Use slugs.  These are topics for the verses that you are memorizing.  Write the topic and the 

verse reference on the top or back of the card.  Here is an example. 

 

 

Slugs are good because they provide a mental association for the verse.  If someone is talking 

about something and you have been memorizing a verse with a related slug, it will trigger your 

mind that you have a verse to share.  It can also be a hint for those verses that you are struggling 

to memorize.  When reviewing as part of your daily routine, try to recite the verse using only the 

slug and the reference as a hint.  

 

Memorizing Scripture can radically alter your life.  It will have an incredible impact on your 

daily walk.  Google the Topical Memory System if you are having trouble finding verses to 

memorize.  Here are some verses to look at concerning Scripture memory:  Jeremiah 15:16, 

Jeremiah 20:9, Joshua 1:8, and Isaiah 55:10-11.   

 

 

 
These directions were written by Stephanie Ziebarth (as taught by Debby Maschhoff) and updated by Michelle Housenga.  

 

 
i Verse pack: You may buy a verse pack on Etsy, by calling Joy El Camps & Retreats at 717-

369-4539, or through the Glen Eyrie bookstore (https://gleneyriebookstore.org/). Pay attention to 

size before you purchase.  

Obedience to Christ 

John 14:21 

John 14:21 

He who has my commandments and 

keeps them, he is the one who loves me; 

and he who loves me will be loved by my 

Father, and I too will love him and show 

myself to him. 


